
Why become a Purdue

Master Gardener?

You can grow in several ways when you be-

come a Purdue Master Gardener—the ways

you grow and how far you go are up to you!

• Increase your knowledge on a wide

array of gardening subjects through a

structured training program.

• This increased knowledge will give you

the skills—and the confidence—to

teach others in your community, either

one-on-one or in group settings.

• Sharing your gardening knowledge with

others will help improve the quality of

life in your community.

• If desired, use the leadership training

and experience from your activities in

the Purdue Master Gardener Program

as a springboard to other forms of

community leadership.

What topics are covered?

After acceptance into the Master Gardener
Program, participants receive training in the
following areas:

• Plant Science

• Plant Nutrition

• Soil Science

• Plant Disease Diagnosis/Control
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What is the Purdue

Master Gardener Program?

The Purdue Master Gardener Program is an

integral part of the Purdue University

Cooperative Extension Service and provides

the citizens of Indiana a chance to grow.

The Program provides a learning framework for

participants to increase their knowledge on a

wide variety of horticultural subjects. In turn,

participants volunteer, representing Purdue

University. They help others grow by sharing

knowledge while providing leadership and

service in educational gardening activities

within their communities.

The Master Gardener program was created in

1972 in Seattle, Washington in response to the

overwhelming demand for home gardening

information.The Indiana Master Gardener

Program began in 1978 with 4 participating

counties. Currently, over 70 Indiana counties

have active Master Gardener programs as part

of the newly renamed Purdue Master Gardener

Program.

The purpose of the Purdue Master Gardener

Program is to teach people more about growing

plants and to more effectively extend informa-

tion related to plants. Its specific aim is to pro-

vide information and technical assistance in the

areas of gardening and home horticulture

through the use of trained and certified volun-

teers.
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Helping Others Grow



Return this completed form to your county Purdue University Extension office or mail to:

Peggy Sellers

Master Gardener State Coordinator

Purdue University Dept. of Horticulture & Landscape Architecture

625 Agriculture Mall Drive

West Lafayette IN 47907-2010

Please send me an application for the Indiana Master Gardener training program.

Name

Address

City State Zip

County Daytime Phone

Email
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 • Insect Pest Diagnosis/Control

• Weed Identification/Control

• Pesticide Safety/Pesticide Alternatives

• Woody Ornamentals

• Vegetables

• Herbaceous Ornamentals

• Home Lawns

• Animal Pests

In addition, training may include these areas:

• Principles of Landscape Design

• Home Fruit Production

• Indoor Gardening

• Yard Waste Management
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• Determine the location of a Master Gardener

training session in your area by contacting your

county Extension office. (The telephone number

is usually listed with your county government

offices, or you can find it by visiting the Indiana

Master Gardener Program web site at

www.hort.purdue.edu/mg.) You can also con-

tact the Master Gardener State Coordinator to

find out where the program nearest to you will

be held. (Use the form below to inquire.)

• Complete an application form and return it to

the local county Extension Office. Enrollment is

limited.

• After being accepted into a training session,

you must attend a series of weekly classes,

each lasting 3 to 4 hours.

• Achieve the rank of Master Gardener Intern by

completing the required training and passing

the exam with 70% success.

• Master Gardener Interns are required to

volunteer, representing Purdue University, a

minimum of 35 hours to be certified as a

Purdue Master Gardener.

How do I become a

Purdue Master Gardener?

Purdue Master Gardeners and the staff of

Purdue University Cooperative Extension

Service are partners in meeting the vast

demand for home gardening information.

We hope you will make a commitment to

join us in helping others grow.

What is the cost?

Purdue University Extension county and state
staff provide instruction free of charge. Materi-
als and expenses for the series of classes
range from $75 to $150.

http://www.hort.purdue.edu/mg

